
 

ARTA in dialogue Association (Asociația ARTA în dialog) 
University street, nr.3, Cluj-Napoca, Romania 

What's the former use of the building? 

The building is a historical monument, dating back from 1913. It used to be a cinema, 
being one of the oldest ones from Romania. 

Who is the owner of the building? 

The place has a private owner, with whom the association has a free renting contract.  

What's the total area of the building (in sqm)? 

386 

What are the vision and mission of the cultural centre? 

ARTA aims to become a vivid cultural hub, a catalyser for the independent cultural and 
creative sector. It would be not only a place where cultural events are promoted, but 
also a significant place for the community. 
Believing in the impact of culture on the societal and urban development, we create a 
multidisciplinary platform, which would contribute to the cultural and social life of our 
city. 

Our mission is to promote cultural values, diversity and inclusiveness, through the 
showcase and interaction between various forms of art, and also between people. The 
educational programs are as well a significant part of our project. 

What are the artistic disciplines that your centre works with? 

The centre works with various disciplines. The main ones are the audio-visual arts, 
performing arts, architecture, design and visual arts. 

What other activities does your centre produce, organise or host other than 
artistic?  

The community will play a central role in our centre, having regular events dedicated to 
it. We will have a program curated and co-created by the community, in a way in which 



the community will be actively involved, transforming the audience/participant into 
content producer/provider. 
The centre also has a café which would become a meeting point and socializing space 
for the cultural and creative people. 

What are the centre’s main revenue streams?  

Since the place will open only this year, we cannot mention the exact figures. But in 
order to have a sustainable project, we aim to obtain our revenue from diverse sources 
– public, private and self-generated – such as: public grants, sponsors, ticket entrance 
and renting the place. 

What other networks is your centre part of? 

I think networks are extremely important in the development of a cultural place. So in 
the future we hope to become members of various networks, with whom we share the 
same values and goals. The place used to be part of Europa Cinemas Network. 

Why would you like to take part in this programme? 

These years are extremely important for our project, since I believe the way in which a 
project is started will put a strong mark on its future development. So the TEH 
programme comes in the right moment for our project, when it will have a great 
impact. Having the support and coaching from your experts would be a truly unique 
opportunity for our project that could make a real difference in the development of our 
place. 
Equally important is to be in contact with such an extraordinary network of cultural 
centres. In the interconnected world that we live in, exchanging experience and 
developing partnerships are more important than ever before. The visit to some of the 
TEH members would give a great insight on the organisational/functioning models and 
learning from their experience could make our place a sustainable one.  

What are your main current challenges? 

The venue was closed for several years and now we are renovating it in order to be 
opened this year as a cultural centre. Apart from the challenges that a renovation 
implies (keeping the work in the estimated budget, dealing with the problems that 
occur working in an existing old building, etc.), the main challenge is to build a 
community around this place even before its opening. 


